Production Process: Cotton vs
Rayon [Infographic]

19 to 7. Those are today’s key numbers, and they refer to the
number of processing steps for two key fibers: cotton and
rayon. While we’ve discussed cotton vs. rayon before, for this
post we’'re dialing in specifically on the simple production
process for cotton, and the complicated one for rayon.

Since cotton is a natural fiber, you’ve probably already
guessed that it has the lower number of steps. But why is this
important? Because fewer steps means you're using less
resources. With rayon, the fact that it’s a regenerated fiber
contributes to its 19 steps—and it’s important to note that 12
of them occur after rayon leaves the pulp mill.

Below you’ll find the processes laid out side by side, which
only makes rayon’s additional steps more staggering when
compared to cotton. As we always say, seeing is believing. And
with cotton’s seven simple steps, which fiber would you trust
more?
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PRODUCTION STEPS

Purified Cotton and Viscose Rayon Fibers
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